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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as set forth in the following complete listing of claims: 

1. - 18. (canceled) 

19. (Previously Presented) A panel feeding machine comprising; 
a support surface; 

a movable device for moving associated wood panels on the support surface in a 
first direction toward an associated sawing device and in a second direction away from 
the associated sawing device, said second direction being opposite said first direction; 

a plurality of pickup elements mounted on the movable device and each selectively 
operable between an opened position and a gripping position, said pickup elements 
adapted to selectively grip and retain associated wood panels located on the support 
surface when in the gripping position and adapted to release associated wood panels 
located on the support surface when in the opened position; 

wherein at least a first pickup element of said plurality of pickup elements is 
movable relative to the movable device in both the first and second opposite directions 
when the first pickup element is in the gripping position. 

20. (Previously Presented) The panel feeding machine as set forth in claim 19, 
wherein at least the first and also a second of said pickup elements are both movable in 
both the first and second directions relative to the movable device while in their 
respective gripping positions. 

21. (New) A panel feeding machine comprising: 
a support surface; 

a movable device for moving associated wood panels on the support surface in a 
first direction toward an associated sawing device and in a second direction away from 
the associated sawing device, said second direction being opposite said first direction; 

a plurality of pickup elements mounted on the movable device and each selectively 
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operable between an opened position and a gripping position, said pickup elements 
adapted to selectively grip and retain associated wood panels located on the support 
surface when in the gripping position and adapted to release associated wood panels 
located on the support surface when in the opened position; 

wherein at least a first pickup element of said plurality of pickup elements is 
movable relative to the movable device in both the first and second opposite directions 
when the first pickup element is in the gripping position in order to move the associated 
wood panels being gripped by the first pickup element relative to the support surface 
and relative to the movable device. 

22. (New) The panel feeding machine as set forth in claim 21 , wherein at least the 
first and also a second of said pickup elements are both movable in both the first and 
second directions relative to the movable device while in their respective gripping 
positions. 



